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HE Author of the Review, in his Paper of the 
26th of Fume, took Notice that in the Courant 
of the 23d, I mention’d @ Report to be fpread at Paris of 
a great Difafter befallen the confederate Fleet. And having 
contriv’d, by falfly fuggefting I had not quoted any 
Authority for this Rumour, to give a Jealoufy to his 
Readers that ic might be a Forgery of my own; he 
proceeded to endeavour to expofe me to the publick 
ca iy pafling his Judgment on me in the follow- 
ords. 
bis Spreading falfe News, with a We hear, has fometimes 
Various Ends and Defigns to bring to pafs in it, and the ufe to be 
made of it for Parties, and {pecial Service, is very remarkable, 
and how this Gentleman will clear himfelf of, at leaft being 
guilty of fpreading fuch falfe and fatal Alarms, I know not : 
That he has any Defign in it, I do not pretend, I hope he is bet~ 
ter inciin'd than that. 

Hereupon I found it neceffary, in the Courant of the 
28ch and 29th, to few that I had quoted the Paris Let- 
ter for the Paflage in Queftion, and to give my Reafons 
for incerting itinthe Courant. And tho’ the perfonal 
Mifchief intended me in the Paragraph abovemention’d 
from the Review, notwithftanding the Incoherence 
with which for a Difguife it was drawn up, was too 
evident and provoking ; yet prefuming I had fufficient- 
ly fecur'd my felf againft the Effects of ic by the plain 
Reafons with which I had defended my felf ; I forbore 
examining what might induce an Author who makes 
fxch loud Pretences to corre&t | and ftri& Rea- 
foning, to involve me in a fgreesel nfinuation that 
preading falle News had Ends and Defigns to bring to pafs for 

arties and {pecial Service, without once offering to thew 
how the Report incerted in the Courant from the Paris 
Letter, had or could ferve any il End: Which Infinua- 
tion he ought more efpecially to haveforborn, becaufe 
he freely own'd he did not pretend I had any Defign, and 
that he hop'd I was better inclin’d. Idid not examine 
what might be his Intention in faying I had fpread a 
fatai Alarm, and that he could not fee how would 
clear my felf of it. I reftrain’d my {elf from inquirin 
what fecret Caufes and Views might fuggeft fuc 
Thoughcs and Expreffions to fo accomplith’d a Writer, 
and only pafs'd this fhort Remark upon it. 

© As for his {nfinuation of News being {pread fome- 
* times to ferve a Party, tis too abfurd to deferve an 
© Anfwer from one who by the Defign and Nature of 
* his Peper. is barr'd from doing Service to any Party. 
* And as for his Tragical Terms of fatal Alarms, every 
* Man will eafily fee the Malice, but the moft clear- 
© Sighted w'!l be prizzled to find the Sence of them. 

Vie, confcious { had given full Proof of his Difinge- 
nuity, in pretending he had not feen that I quoted 
from the Paris Letter what he himfelf had not been a- 
ble to help owning he faw I related from Paris, had not 
affurance om to deny it in his Review of the 30th. 
And unlefs he had been as confcious, that the aggravat- 
ing Terms in which he had pafs’d his Judgment on me, 
would naturally admit of no moderate and decent Con- 
ftruétion, but fmell’d too rank of an Officious Infor- 
mer, What needed he to tell the Publick, that had he 
known the Government would have refented my incerting that 
Report from Paris in the Courant, had I been the worft E- 
nemy he has,he would have taken no Notice of it. [Thefe are 
his own Words.} What the Government had done, was 
nothing to the Argument between him and me: And 
*tis certain (norwithftanding his Proteftation that he 
would not have meddled with this Matter, had he 
known the Government would,) it was not out of 
Compaffion to me that he blaz’d abroad (what he could 
not but fuppofe I fhould have thank’d him to conceal,) 
that I was fallen under the Difpleafure of the Govern- 
ment. No, he was too fenfible he had, ia the Para- 


graph I have cited from him, notorioufly thewa his 


Malice and Inclination to inflame the Government 

gainft me, and that the World could not underftand 
that Paragraph in any other Sence, (whether the Go- 
vernment had taken Notice of me or not, ) and there- 
fore he would excufe himfelf by protefting he would 
not have done me fo bad an Office were I his worft E- 


nemy. But, to fuch poor Evafions are all thofe reduc’d, » 


who know they have done an unbecoming and ~ 
ly thing : For, what can be more abfurd then chie Sony 
I roteftation ? “ His Zeal for the Publick Service, cons 
; ftrain’d him to charge me with fpreading a falfe and 
‘ fatal Alarm; but the good natur'd Man would have 

kept in that Zeal, had he known the Government 


‘ would have refented this Offence tho’ of never fo 


‘ fatal Confequence to the Nation. If thi 

be hard to tell what 
n the fame Review of the 30th, the Noti 

vouchfaf"d to take of the Defence he had tag 

the Trouble of makiag ; was only Magifterially to pro- 

nounce, that it was elacorate, ana that i bed taken a great 

deal of Pains to make my jelf wore criminal than he™ had 


imagin'd me to be. Which Sencence i thought I might 


fafely leave to work its natural Effeét, upon all fi 
Men as will not take confident Decifiens for folie 


Reafons ; and judg’d it needlefsto give the Publick — 


on this Subjeé. 
ut, the Author of the Review, who meant i 
by the Proteftation quoted above from his Paper oF she 


30th of June, unlefs officioufly to acquaint the Publick ~ 


that the Government had taken Offenc i + 
in his Review of Tuefday laft 
le defign of recommending me to the Favour of my 


Superiours. But perceiving he could not injure me if 


he attack’d me perfonally, and fpoke dire&] 

particular Cafe ; he chofe to in 
the Mifchief and Crime of fpreading falfe News; and 
pretending to defctibe thofe who ignorant!; and 
out Defign ferve the Enemy in fpreading their falfe 
Reports, took fo much Pains to drefs me up in a Bearse 


skin and then to worry me ; that apprehending his Wie — 
had too broadly betray’d his Malice. he hase 
and there, that he bop'd no Body would think then:felves pare ~ 


ticularly pointed at ; and that he defign'd Reflettion upon none: 


And in his Yefterday’s Review he declar’d, thofe who 


thought his Tuefday’s Paper fo meanly defien'd, and 
fignificantly Jevell’d, as to be 
Daily Courant, did him much Injury. He is ufually 
very fortunate in his Choice of Epithets, as I doubt 
not to convince all equitable Men; by fhewing, that 
his Tuefday’s Paper was /evell’d at me, that that Defign 
vod? mean, and very infignificant to the end he pro- 
This Gentleman himfelf, in one Review 
Publick I had fpread a falfe Report of the eile 
raifing ; in a 2d that che Government had refented it ; 
in both he acquits me of having any Defign in it ; and 
in a 3d he mufters up all his Wit to la thofe who 
without Defign fpread fuch Reports,and gravely advifes 
the Government how to deal with them. And yet pre- 
tends his Satyr was not pointed at me. He muft have 
whois capable of knowing t 
can belie that 2 and 3 make 5, 
s for the Meannef{s of this Defign, certainly nothi 
can be more fo. He charg’d 
heinous Offence in incerting a particular Report from 
Paris in the Courant. J, in my Defence, give the par- 
ticular Reafons why I incerted that particular Report. 
What does he? He does not undertake to make out 
his Charge againft me, by proving that that Report 
in the Manner I incerted it, had done any much lefs 
fatal Mifchief. He does not offer to invalidate one 
Argument I had urg’d for my felf, But ftarts from 
the particular Cafe in Difpute between us; coun- 
terfeits a general Cafe; gives it the fame Name of 
fpreading # falfe Report rais'd by the Enemy ; introduces a 
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Petfon tran/lating and ‘/preading it withdut Defign; puts 
lamentable ftuff into his Mouth, and then expofes him 
for a Coxcomb. This is coming behind a Man to ftab 
him. Mean while the Author of this Farce is cover'd 
with his Common-Place Wit; truly. 4e uam'd no body, 
and if any Man will be fo filly to put om thej{FooPs Cap, “sis bis 
own doing. He wold be thought-ro have Humanity 
however, and knowing the Publick would be fhock’d 
g at the Barbarity of treating fo unmercifully a Man who 
he himfelf had told them was under the Misfortune of 
undefignedly difpleafing the Government, declar'd 
had no Meaning in it any Man's Prejudice: rhat per- 
fonal Picgue was below him. Burt he affected this Tender- 
nefs to give the greater force to his Blows: For what 
is ic but to fay in other Words, chat he attacks me 
with Relu€tance, and that my Crime not my Perfon 
extorts this ulage from him. Tht» 

Ic remains to be prov’d, that his Defign is infiznificant, 
and that he has mifs'd the End he:propos’d. To do 
this I wil) venrure co try the Fool’s Cap he has made 
for me ; if ic will not fit me, 1 muft return it upon 
his Hands. This Genticman, knowing the fize of ais 
Admirers, thinks himfe!lf very happy when at-any 
Time he can work up a merry Story to Jook like an 
Argument. Thus having laid down this Propoiition, 
thac,‘ When a Rumour is raifed of fome very. ill 
* News, and the Riit of chis is from the Enemy; there's 
* no Queftion to be made, but they have their Ufes, 
* Ends, and Defigns in it: and that one jort of: Ver- 


mours, are, The Ignorant, Weak and Unforeice:ag 
* Relarors, who like Second-hand Chapinen, hand for- 
* ward che Mifchief, think no haria, bur run away with 
the Story for the Meer Lechery of teiling fome News, who 
* ferve a Malicious Defign, and are noc let iato the fe- 
* cret themfclves, propagate the Means and know no- 
* thing of the End; that thefe are Tools of a Mafter 
* they do not know they are ferving, and are Lnnocent!y 
* Guilty of doing Mifclief with no manner of Defign : 
* and that they are to be Pity’d and Punifh’'d borh to- 
* gether: He illuftraves it by the following Simile. — 

* A Man has a Mind to fright all the Neighbour- 
* hood, and he Meets a Blind Man, and tells him, there 
* is a Houfe on Fire, and it Flames out of rhe Garret 
* Windows, and why do you not ery out’ Fire, fays the Blind 
* Man. Why Jam Hoarfe? 1 can’t fpcak aloud, Do you 
* ery out Ssys tother. The Blind Man crys Fire 
* immediately, raifes all the Srreet, feights the Chil- 
* dren, the Women fail iato Firs, two or three that 
* were with Child Mifcarry, one or two fall into Tra- 
* vail, and Die with the Ditordes 
* fay of the Blind Man Say of him, fays a third, 
* Why whart can you fay of him? The Man was. 
* Blind, and fome Body Abufed him. Why this is 
*true,,and this may in fome Peoples Judgment, ex- 
* cufe him, bur I differ from them all, I think the 
* Man ought to be Punilh’d asa Criminal, for @ Blind 
* Man ough: not to ery Fire, 

Lagree with him, that when a Rumour is rais’d of 
fome very ill News, and the Rife of ic is from the E- 
nemy, ‘tis not to be queftion’d they have their Defigns 
init. But Men are nor atways wile, the quite contrary 
ofiwhat they propofe very often happens ; and did foin 


the very Inftance be in nis Wijdom has cited of the Ru.” 


mour given ont in France of the Death of King Wil- 
liam, Treland.] What did chat Rumour endin? Thofe 
who rais'd ic did it to breek the Blow of che rrue News 
of the Ruine of King James’s Affzirs by the fignal De- 
featacthe Boyre; but the publick Reloycings he {peaks 
of did not only render the French ridiculous to one 
another «hen the Truth came our; bue gave the Datch 
Occafion immediately upon receiving che Print made 
at Paris of King William’s (Mock-Funeral, to reprint it 
for a ftanding Jeft to themfelves and the reft of Europe. 
This is the only Inftance ha has given of the Effects of 
a falfe Report raisd in France: When he pleafes, out 
of his great Reading, to give us another Inftance of a 
notorioufly f:lfe. or utterly improbable Rumour rais’d 
there that fucceeded better, he will come nearer to my 
Cafe, and it will be foon enough chen to confider ic : 
In the Mean Time, if I was as fond of being thought 
to have the Gift of Prophecy, as he is, I might per- 
haps value my {lf for being the on!y Writer of pub- 
lick News here, that mention’d rhe Rumour fpread at 
Paris of a Difafter befallen the Confederate Fleet, when 
I was fatisfied so Man in his Wirs could believe ir, and 
that as it demonftrated the prefent Fears of the Enemy 
fo it would turn totheir futurefDifgrace. 

As for his Simile of the blind Man, ‘tis ftrange he 
fhould nor find in all his reading that Similitudes prove 
nothing ; and if ever they are of any Confideration, 
"cis when they are perfe&ly adequate and in every part 


| ‘tue Paris Letter, and who is fo blind as he that-won't 
fons made ufe of by the Enemy ia fpreading fuch iu--! 


port. 


What fhall we | 


anfwer the thing in Queftion. The blind Man in the 
Screet is told a Houfe 1s on Fire ; that maybe fayshe 
and why don’t you chat i¢e it cry our >—] am toarfe 
replys che other——that's probable agen fays the Blind. 
man, and fo he€ries out. Upoo.chis, a Crowd gathers 
in the Srreet ; the Children“are thighted aad the Wo- 
men fall into Fits, miicarry, or ‘dye.—Im poflible if 
the Cry be made at Noon-day. The worft that could 
happen, would be that the Boys in the Screec might 
holiow-er-daugh-at the Bling-man. This is the Cafe 
of the Paris Letter; the blind Writer of it, (fur ia 
France no Subje& is allow'd the ufe of his Eyes.) was 
diretted to give us4 ors diffcring Accounts of their 
Naval Preparations ; and when he had worn out thar 


’ Subjed&, he was bid to write the Paragraph in Queftion: 


But an Enemy writing it, after {0 maay orher Falhioods 
the French Squadrons being known co be in their Ports, 
and we having had no ftormy Weather, as our Author 
himfelf fagacjoutly obferv’a ; "twas bot a Blind-man 
crying Fire at Noon-day, no Uody belicy'd him, and fo 
no earthly ching bappen’d upon it ; our Author cannoe 
thew it did the Jeatt Miichicf, except chat.infurnith’d 
him with an Occafion to,.vent his Malice againtt me, 
And therefore all the Jattes part of his Simile falls to the 
Ground. But i think the former pare fubfifts,.and may 
very properly be applied to hunielf: In this empty Re. 
port be found Alarms, ay and fara! Alarms ; the reafon 
is plain; he refglv'’d. not co fee that it is quoted from 


4 


fee ? Ie wall be hard believe to find another Man 
took the Alarm: They who read that Courant, and faw 


- what Hands that Paflage came from, were foon deter. 
:min’d what Credit to give it ;. and for any thiag I can 


bear, eat, drask, and flept juft as they did before. 
He pass a gice.Complimentto the Enemy, when he 
fays, that whoever fpreads a Report they have contriv'd 


swith ill Dcliga, anfwers that Defign becaufe the 


End is the Enemy's, the Means is the f{preading the Re- 
For this fuppoules a kind of Infalibilicy in the E- 
nemy, and that tiiev are nevermiftalen ia the Choice 
they :ackeof the Lye theyare co cell. The contrary of 


‘which is ndcoaly appareac by many late Inftances, bue 
' by the very Repors in Queftion, the fpreading of which 


has only tura’d to their Difcredir. 
As to what he fays, thar Poifom ought never to go 


without its‘Antidote,i fay this Report had its Antidote; 
being quoted from the Paris Letter, and carrying its 


own Confaration in the Front.cf it. 
He fays it is not enough to fay We tranflate what o- 
ther Nations prinr ; becaufe if that were allow’dy a Man 


under the’ Tatle of a faithful i’ranflator, might legid- 


mate all the barbarous Language with which Foreigners 
might infult the Prince or Goyernment he lives under; 
I anfwer this has never been faid-; on the contrary I 
told him in the Courant of the 28th of June, thar I had 
left out part of the very Paris Letrer from whence I took 
the Repore he makes all this Buitle about. i have cone 
ftantly Jefe out of every Paris Letter whatever I 
could think might do the leaft Mifchief here; and had 
I not always left untranflated whatever was faid in the 
Printed Paris Gazette, under the Articles of Vienna or 
Bruffels, refie&@ting on our Government or Allies; 
there would have been no Hard!e nor Encouragement 
for fetting on Foot not long fince the intire Tran{lation 
of the Paris Gazette. 

As for his Queftions therefore, whether if a Prince 
fhould be cali’d Son of a Whore in « forreign Print, 
his Subje&s might tranferibe it for News? And wharche 
King of France would do if the Ovfervator were printed ° 
at Paris in French ? they relate no way to my Cafe. Yet 
I will cell him, That if any Prince thould be created in 
fo fencelefs a Manner, ‘tis my Opinion it would do 
him no Prejudice; for his own Subjects would cere 
tainly refent the Indignity, and be more Zealous in his 


‘Service; and all rhe fenfible Part of Mankind could not 


but difapprove fuch f{currilous Language. And as for 
what the French King would do with rhofe who fhould 
print the Obfervator in French at Paris, I might anfwer, 
that [ am not fure he would not break upon the Wheel 


thofe who fhould and the London Gazette there in 
i 


French. But fuch ituffis as little to the Purpofe, as the 
Queftion would be at what time of the Moon the 
French King cuts his Corns? And even too filly to 
be put’ to a School-Boy. : 


For the Benefit of the Box-Keerers. 


‘A T the Theatre Royal in Drury-Lane, 
To’ Morrow being the 7th of July, will be prefented, A 
Play, call’d, Hamlet, Prince of Denmark. With feveral extraordi- 
nary Entertainments ot Singing and Dancing. As will be expreft in 
the Bills to Morrow. 
This Play is Sold by R. Wellington at the Dolphin and Crown is 
St. Paul’s Church-yard, where you may have moft Novels. 


LONDON Printed, and Sold by Sam. Buckley at the Dolphin in Little-Britain. 
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